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BLIPS
ON THE
SCOPES

Special to WEEK
from TIME

EW YORK.—Air traf-
' fic was light at Wash-

ington Airport one mid-
right two weeks ago, and

the radar scope of the
Livil Aeronautics Author-
ity was almost clear.

At 1240 a.m., a group
* bright blips (points of

try

eatimated that they
¥*re about 15 miles south-
vest of Washington,

Then the blips disappeared
iniptiv and reappeared &

v seconds later over north-
m Washington.

The operator called his boss,
: Controller Harry
mes, 39, 2 graduate of the
iffaln  Technical Institute
nas worked for the C AA.

sn electronics expert since

iTata
L]

National Library of Australia

ight) showed, The opera-

The operator told Barnes:
ere  are some [lying
ierrs for you.”

Radar check

RARNES laughed at [first, |

niut the blips kept pop-
Pag up all over the scope.
" nbjects (if objects they
e sometimes hovered,
fmetimes flew slowly and

ymetime- incredibly fast

The radar room bv this time

“: a buzz of excitement
perators crowding around the
“v-infested scopes. Tech-
“ians checked the raaar; it

n good working order

Barnes began to get wor-
fied when he saw the blips

parently flying over the
Fhite House and other
wohibited areas
n¢ ralled the ailrpoert con-
tnwer. Sure enough, its
®ir <howed the strange
e 'no. When the tower-
:’" measured the speed of a
v lhey found that it
e flowr

= 1y for eight miles atl
mp.n

Now  the blips on Barnes

:"Tﬂ' were moving loward
wortxs Air Force Base. about
Milre to the east
g
| B, called the Andrew:
' Nothing strange showed
- dar, but both tower-
| T A an enlisted man ol
;r Bl AW A ,\]r']uif" rf”[[lli.
‘ Mee light drifting in the
®ithern skyv
. - - 5
White light
.I-'""“ | ya’ enough for
E i Ll awmillad $ihaa A e

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article98356827



l- ‘ A HELS EIIOUuEIL LY B | |
rh'"" #<. He called the Air |
Sikdg Command and re-
h"’ unidentified object
" 'he Washington area |
e, 1 Ne told an airline |
g B Pierman, of Capital
e ., ,Who was about to
h-' for Pittsburgh, to |
by, |7 mysterious objects.
1'-1-? 0 climbed to 6000ft. and |
0 north-west, |
..B""i"k and Co. saw a group t
by, PNke  blips  cluster |
P’ the blip made by |
m, 2% plane, and Pler- |
e . Pted  a white light
i, | cAllIng stan” It sped
o, ANd  its  blip dis-
. “ted from Barnes scope |
r;,:.;" ‘rom a Delaware base
oy, ). [lght of radar-

*Y reached Washing-
Il the blips vanished.

l'-l"rr

The

|

{

|

s . |
B’ O F-94 jet fighters. Be- }
|

|

lirve e departed. The
ver . ADpeared  plaving all
. F seope. Barnes said,
;I Minrh of kids.™ '
" ralled all airliners ﬂ}’-!
Ing near Washington, asked
their pilots to report any

strange objects. One pilot saw
a white light, moving fast.

But during all this up-

roar, olher radars mnear
Washington (e.g., Quantice
and Fort Meade) saw

nothing unusual.

All the rest of the week, a
few strange blips appeared
now and then. Then on Sat-
urday night they broke out
all over, criss-crossing the
capital as they had the week
before.
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before.

Blips vanish

T‘HIS time, the radar at

Andrews was seeing the
things, too. One blip hung
over Bolling Pield, across the
Potomac from the airport,
but observers at Bolling saw
nothing in the sky.

Some airline pilots saw
mysterious lights; others saw
nothing.

Down from  Delaware

roared another ‘mht of
night fighters. time
the blips did not vanish,

They stayed on the ground
scopes while the jets screamed
among them. But only one
pilot saw a light; another
saw a doubtful blip on his
scope, but it vanished before
he could shoot.

What were the mysterious
blips? The Air Force, unless
it was trying to conceal some
mysterious gadget of its own
eg. A radar counter-
measure), was as baffled as
evervone else

Strange story

AS migHt be expected, the

phantom invasion touched
off a whole new rash of fiy-
ing-saucer stories.

ut if the men from Mars
were really overhead, the
oddest part of the whole
strange -storvy was the faet
that among all the conflicting
reports, no radar outside of a
10-mile radius in Washington
reported seeing anvthing un-
usual at any time.
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